A HISTORY OF POLAND
absence from the seat of war had been the signal for the
return of the Turks and Tatars. They captured a Polish
army at Chocim, the recent scene of nis own great
victory, and put every man to the sword. But they did
not abide his coming, and the summer drew to a close
without his being able to effect an encounter. A winter
campaign was a new experience to the Polish nobles,
but as the king announced his intention of staying in
camp for the winter, his army stayed with him. The
Lithuanians, however, led by Michael Pac, an inveterate
enemy of Sobieski, deserted and went home. Thus it was
with a small army, but a resolute, that he met the Turks
outside the walls of Leopol. He was outnumbered by
eight to one, but he led his cavalry against the enemy in
a charge whose violence and vigour nothing could with-
stand. As he advanced, it is told, the summer sky became
overcast, and a sudden storm of cold hail hurled itself
in the faces of the enemies of Poland. The elements
themselves seemed to ride with Sobieski's litde band of
horsemen, and the Turks turned and fled. John Sobieski
chased them across the Danube, then returned reluctantly
to Warsaw and the crown that awaited him there. " Like
an eagle he moved to the enemy," said an old chronicler,
" like a tortoise to the throne." He was crowned at.
Cracow in 1676.
His first task was the appointment of officials to the
chief offices of State. Here he chose the most meritorious,
Declining to hold the post of Grand General any longer,
he appointed Demetrius Wisniowiecki in his stead. As
Primate he appointed Olszewski; as Grand Marshal
Lubomirski, the son of his old enemy; and as second
general Jablonowski. Then, in accordance with his fixed
determination to see the quarrel with the Sultan through
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